42         MINERAL  OILS AND BY-PRODUCTS.
The first mentioned, as its name implies, has a plain
appearance, such, as an ordinary piece of broken rook.
The curly shale has a wavy or curly structure, and gives
one the impression that it has been subjected to an
enormous lateral pressure during the early stages of
mineralisation. Leafy shale, which might also, per-
haps, be termed scaly shale, consists of semi-loose scales
which can easily be separated with the blade of a knife.
It is usually of light brown colour, and is found almost
solely at " outcrops," and therefore this structural pecu-
liarity is doubtless due to the action of the weather on
what was previously, perhaps, plain shale. Leafy shale
is of little or no value as an oil-yielding medium, and
is of no commercial value, but is often sought after by
collectors of natural curiosities, as it usually contains
fine specimens of fossil ferns, &c., which are more easily
separated and prepared for exhibition than those found
in the other shales.
A curious feature in regard to shales is the very
widely diverging character of the same seam in different
districts. To such an extent does the same seam vary
in character, that seams that are very profitable to work
in one district are entirely unprofitable in another,
although the two districts may be only one or two miles
apart; and this diminution in the value of a           is*
always in a westerly direction.
Table V, gives the yields of crude oil from different
kinds of shales and coals from various sources. Some
of the shales that show the smaller yields of crude oil
are often far more valuable to the companies than the
shales that give twice or thrice the quantity of crude